
QUEEN OF THE SKIES 
THE STORY OF THE LOCKHEED CONSTELLATION 

 

This book explores the entire history of the Lockheed Constellation family of airplanes from their 

inception and design thru their flying career. Told within the context of events of the time, they flew 

from 1946-1966 with the airlines and 1945-1977 with the military.  

 

In airline service, the ‘Connie’ pioneered new routes across the entire globe and set a standard for 

passenger comfort and airline reliability. With the U.S. Air Force and Navy, the military versions 

constituted a new and powerful weapons system that few people know about. 

 

Claude G. Luisada began professional writing as a contributor to the 

first ever aerospace encyclopedia published in 1971.  He has a 

background in technical administration and  

also public transportation. Claude is a former student pilot and a 54-year 

veteran in the Civil Air Patrol (USAF Auxiliary) where he holds the 

rank of Lt. Colonel, and Aeronautical Rating as a Master Observer.  He 

has held staff and command positions for many years.  

 

Claude is currently finishing his next book, ‘Dreamliner—The Boeing 

787’ that is expected to be published in the Spring of 2012. 

 

 

 


