
Torpedo Squadron Four  
A Cockpit View of World War II 

 

Gerald W. Thomas, in the only combat account of World War II Torpedo Bomber pilot ever 

published, relates his 25 months of service with Torpedo Squadron 4 (VT-4) on the USS RANGER, 

USS BUNKER HILL, and USS ESSEX. Thomas served in both the Atlantic and Pacific Theaters, 

and in some of the most important World War II battles. 

 

While on the RANGER, he participated in OPERATION LEADER, the only major attack on 

Northern Europe by a US carrier during the war. During LEADER, while attacking a freight barge 

carrying 40 tons of ammunition, Thomas' plane was hit by anti-aircraft fire. Surprisingly, in spite of 

the considerable engine damage, the plane made it back to the RANGER, where Thomas crash-

landed. That landing was his 13th official carrier landing. 

 

In the Pacific, Thomas participated in the numerous actions against Japanese targets in the 

Philippines, including strikes on Ormoc Bay, Cavite, Manila, Santa Cruz, San Fernando, Lingayen, 

Mindoro, Clark Field and Aparri. 

 

Thomas was the 17th NMSU president, and the second longest 

serving president.  

 


